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it has been decided to shoot in a certain district,
the shikari are sent out some weeks or even
months beforehand to get khabar,* or information
as to the number and habits of tigers about the
different villages, and also to study the best
means of circumventing them.

Once a shikari has taken up a district for his
masters, it is not etiquette for anyone else to
shoot in that part during the same time. This
is a very sensible rule; for, were it otherwise,
sport would be spoilt by different parties collid-
ing. In our case Kishtia had been sent out in
December, and, being one of the most reliable
and experienced shikaris in the Nizam's terri-
tories, he -seemed to know each tiger for miles'

round as well as a sorter recognises the members

/v  -                             /

of -bfe* club.    On arriving in the neighbourhood

of known animals, the shikari gets a certain

/

number of cattle from the villagers, and ^hese
he ties up at night to stakes at intervals iji the
jangle haunted by the tigers. They a^fe sup-

* Khabar, signifying news or information is pronounceikhuber.